     Jamboree On The Air (J.O.T.A.) / J.O.T.I.  October   16th & 17th   2010
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Did you go to Chamboree 2010, and did you spend some time with the radio station on the Urban Zone. ??   If you did, and enjoyed the experience, you have another opportunity to get involved again and send your greetings around the world.  If you didn’t go to Chamboree2010, never mind, the opportunity is still there for you to try out the experience anyway.
Jamboree on the air radio stations will again be in operation this year around half term break time.   As usual, there will be a number of amateur radio scout stations in Cheshire.   All are welcome, not just scouts.   Beavers, cubs, scouts, explorers, network, leaders, parents, guides or brownies, all are very much encouraged to visit.  If you are considering staying for a while, and why not, please do bring a packed lunch with you.

Warrington.

Two JOTA stations will be in operation in Warrington, the locations will be in two different venues.  The first will be at the Warrington District HQ in Vale Owen Road, Orford ( where the scout shop is ) using callsigns  GB4 CHE and GB6 CHE , and the second will be in operation from the Warrington Amateur Radio Club at Grappenhall Community Centre, Bellhouse Lane Grappenhall, using the callsign GB4CHS.     It is hoped that scout groups can communicate with each other across Warrington as well as around the UK, and  of course internationally.  Warrington Amateur Radio Club has excellent radio facilities, as would be expected, so the opportunities for good contacts are first class. The club members are keen and very knowledgeable in amateur radio.  Last year the Warrington club ran a JOTA station for the scouts, but unfortunately, as the club is located on the premesis of the Grappenhall community centre, some of the centres members not realising that there was a scouting event taking place there, turned visiting scout groups away.  This year that situation will not be allowed to occur.  All will be welcome, and apologies to those who were turned away last year.


Bellhouse Lane is situated just off Knutsford Road (A50 ) at Grappenhall on the way out of Warrington, and a couple of miles from junction 20 of the M6. 

The community centre is about 300 yards along Bellhouse Lane on the right. 

Once you turn in to the car park, you will find the club house at the bottom end, you can’t miss it, just look up for the massive aerials, there is a sign outside the club room over the door.


Warrington Radio Club want to run a scout communicator badge course in the weeks leading up to JOTA, finishing the course at the JOTA station on that weekend,  so if any groups wish to take advantage of this, please get in touch with me soon.

Chester.


The Chester station at Vicars Cross GB2 COS , will be in operation, the location being, as usual,  on the outskirts of Chester, approximately 12 miles from Mid-Cheshire.      

The Radio Station runs JOTA every year, it has it’s own website www.gb2cos.org.uk  which covers the scouting and radio scouting events,  with many photographs.  You are very welcome to visit the site, and then why not visit the radio station for JOTA.   The amateur radio callsign used is GB2 COS, so if you have an amateur radio friend, you could arrange to meet over the air on the weekend.  J.O.T.I. ( Jamboree On The Internet)  will also be in operation using amateur radio software 

 “Echolink” , which is not normally available to non radio licensed folk, so there is a good opportunity here for something different.  Usually the station has a visit from the Lord Mayor of the city of Chester on the Saturday afternoon, who spends some time with the station talking to the scouts who are visiting, as well as passing his own greetings over the air.


Directions to  Chester JOTA   Radio Station

1. Take the A556 towards Chester

2. Travel past Kelsall and Tarvin.

3. Carry straight on at the mini roundabout where the A51 joins from Tarporley

4. Carry straight on at the traffic lights at Stamford Bridge.

5. Carry straight on over the A55 /M53 Chester southerly bypass interchange.

6. Immediately over the interchange, take the right hand lane, in a couple of hundred yards turn right at the traffic lights, onto the dual carriageway.

7. Take the first turn on the left, ….  Green Lane.

8. Take the first left again,……Thackeray Drive.

9. The scout HQ is at the top of the playing field on your left, just look for the aerials, you can’t miss it !.

10. The Scout H.Q. belongs to the Cestrian Scout Group, formerly 25th Chester (Oldfield) Scouts, now amalgamated with 1st Mickle Trafford Scouts.

More information regarding these stations and any further stations that may be in operation over that weekend will be updated on this site as I receive any info.

For further information on JOTA / JOTI please contact me at frank.mallows@btinternet.com
